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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 
Rulemaking on the Commission’s Own Motion 
into Reliability Standards for 
Telecommunications Emergency Backup Power 
Systems and Emergency Notification Systems 
Pursuant to Assembly Bill 2393. 
 

 
 

Rulemaking 07-04-015 
(Filed April 12, 2007) 

 
 

ASSIGNED COMMISSIONER’S RULING REVISING 
SCHEDULE AND PROVIDING A WORKING DEFINITION 

OF SMALL BUSINESS CUSTOMER 
 

Rulemaking 07-04-015 specified a schedule for this proceeding.  It has since 

become apparent that the schedule should be revised.  Among the reasons for a 

schedule change is the fact that the Federal Communications Commission’s 

(FCC) Commercial Mobile Service Alert Advisory Committee will issue its final 

recommendations to the FCC on October 12, 2007.  The recommendations will 

address the following for commercial mobile service providers: 

• System protocols, capabilities and procedures; 

• Technical standards for priority alert transmission; 

• Technical standards for devices, equipment and 
technologies; 

• Alerts to non-English speakers; 

• Customer deactivation of alert service; 

• Limits on capability to transmit alerts; and 

• Other matters necessary to enable transmission of alerts to 
subscribers. 
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These recommendations, if adopted by the FCC, may affect the 

Commissions options regarding the matters addressed in this proceeding.  In 

order to allow the Commission to consider these recommendations, the schedule 

through the end of the year is modified as follows: 

Workshop—§ 2872.5       June 19, 2007 
Informational requests mailed no later than    June 29, 2007 
Responses to informational requests 
mailed no later than       July 20, 2007 
Communications Division draft report mailed   October 19, 2007 
Comments on draft report filed     October 29, 2007 
Reply comments on draft report filed     November 5, 2007 
Proposed Decision (PD) Adopting Report mailed   November 20, 2007 
Opening Comments on PD adopting report    December 10, 2007 
Reply Comments on PD adopting report    December 17, 2007 
Commission consideration of PD     December 20, 2007 
Commission’s report to the Legislature    December 31, 2007 

On June 5 and 6, during the technical workshops, participants asked the 

Commission for a definition of what is considered “small business?”  The 

California Association of Competitive Telecommunications Companies 

explained that it needs a definition in order to be able to respond to the 

upcoming informational requests and suggested a working definition of small 

business customer is one with five access lines, none of which belongs to a larger 

entity.1  I accept this as an interim definition for use in responding to the 

informational requests. 

THEREFORE, IT IS RULED that: 

                                              
1  For example, a branch office of a larger business would not qualify even if it has 
five access lines or less. 
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1. The schedule for this proceeding is modified as indicated above. 

2. For the purposes of responding to the informational requests, “small 

business customer” is defined as a business customer with no more than five 

access lines, none of which belongs to a larger entity. 

Dated June 19, 2007, at San Francisco, California. 

 
 

  /s/ TIMOTHY A. SIMON 
  Timothy A. Simon 

Assigned Commissioner 
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INFORMATION REGARDING SERVICE 

 
I have provided notification of filing to the electronic mail addresses on the 

attached service list. 

Upon confirmation of this document’s acceptance for filing, I will cause a 

Notice of Availability to be served upon the service list to this proceeding by U.S. 

mail.  The service list I will use to serve the Notice of Availability is current as of 

today’s date. 

Dated June 19, 2007, at San Francisco, California. 

 
 
 

/s/ ANTONINA V. SWANSEN 
Antonina V. Swansen 
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